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Project Spotlight: Six Shooter
Upland Restoration
The goals of the South Sixshooter Upland Restoration
project are to enhance wildlife habitat, improve upland
health, increase water quantity, and improve water
quality. This project will implement 1,190 acres of brush
management practices, seed 150 acres of range, install 4
spring developments, and establish 2 aspen stands.
The project area is located in the Bridge Creek Watershed,
a highly productive steelhead and Chinook salmon stream
in the John Day Basin. The Sixshooter Ranch contains
approximately 68% of the privately owned priority juniper
within the Middle Bridge Creek subwatershed. The
majority of this project is located in that subwatershed (950
acres) and accounts for approximately 32% of the privately
owned priority juniper in the subwatershed. Planning
has already begun on the remaining 1,050 acres on the
Sixshooter Ranch for future proposals.
The brush management locations were selected based on
northern slopes and deep soils with intact bunch grass and
shrub communities in the understory. These sites typically
have more resources and this is why the understory is still
intact, but if nothing is done and the canopy continues to close,
annual grasses will be all that remain. The major
objective of this project is to manage juniper for
wildlife. Junipers are highly competitive with the
understory vegetation for water and nutrients,
often reducing the productivity of grasses and
forbs and increasing the amount of bare soil.
The reduction of the herbaceous understory
has reduced the food source for wildlife. The
loss of the higher protein forbs is particularly
detrimental to the elk, mule deer, and other
smaller herbivores in the area that require higher
protein contents in their food source. The juniper
expansion has also reduced the productivity of
the natural springs within the project area and
subsequently replaced aspen stands at these sites.
The Sixshooter Upland Restoration project is being funded by
the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service and the Landowner. It is
expected to be complete by December 31st, 2018.
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Top: Juniper Removal
Above and left: Spring development trough and spring box
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Private Forest Management News
Private family forestland managers are
challenged by demographic trends that
include the advanced age of owners and
development pressures. The average age
of a family forestland owner is approaching
60 and over a million acres of natural land
has been lost in Oregon Washington and
California in the last 10 years.
Over 60 percent of the forests in the US are
in private ownership.
Many forestland owners want their forests
to stay productive past their management.
One option is to place easements and
deed restrictions permanently on the land.
Placing use restrictions on property can
result in significant benefits in taxes and
estate planning.
Specific measurable performance goals are
the foundation of long term protection for
working forest lands. Restrictions that are
measureable and appraisable are required
for valuations and assessments.
Pacific Forest Trust shared their experience
creating permanent conservation easements
on forest land in Northern California.
The project is designed to keep the forest
economically productive while conserving
significant ecological values on the land.
The trust has helped landowners secure long
term protection on over 98,000 acres in the
northwest. Working forest conservation
easements often include public access,
endangered species protections and
continued commercial timber production.
www.pacificforest.org
Removing potential development
opportunities from a parcel can provide
significant private and public benefits.
Maximum long term benefits for forests
are dependent on regularly securing sound
data. A detailed inventory allows for more
effective, productive management and the
potential to secure financial benefits in
the future, such as Carbon sequestering
markets.
California Greenhouse Gas rules are
driving the carbon sequestering market in
the West. California has policy in place
to offset the states impacts from carbon
dioxide releases. A project to sink carbon
in forest management can be located out of
state. California was the first organization
to develop compliance grade forest carbon
offsets that are recognized internationally.

Securing long
term conservation
easements for large
tracts often require
multiple partners.
The Western Rivers
C o n s e r v a n c y,
based inPortland,
has been working
with the US Forest
Service, the State,
Hood River County
and Weyerhaeuser
Corporation
to
begin putting an
18,000 acre parcel
into permanent long
term
protection.
The benefits of this
working forest lands
conservation easement
will protect commercial
timber
protection,
remove
residential
development threats and
protect the most diverse
assemblage of salmonids
in the Columbia Basin.
Weyerhaeuser is a Real
Estate Investment Trust,
which requires it to
evaluate a variety of profit streams including
returns from residential development. The
company owns 6.6 million acres in the
US. Weyerhaeuser inherited a significant
land conservation program through its
recent acquisition of Plum Creek Timber,
which has a strong history of engaging local
communities for public benefit.
If a landowner is considering transferring
ownership to a public entity such as the US
Forest Service, the State or even to some
non-profit entities such as land trusts, they
should consult with their local county tax
assessor. A new Oregon Law House Bill
2127, passed in 2015 and may require the
payment of additional back taxes when land
is transferred between some entities. This
law requires the local assessor to certify that
all the taxes have been paid, and if a tax
deferral rate is changing it could result in a
significant penalty of paying back taxes.
Information from the “Protecting Forests
Through Conservation Easements” law
forum offered by the Coalition of Oregon
Land Trusts in Portland April 19, 2017,

Pacific Forest Trust Annual Report 2016
and the National Ag Statistics Census 2012.
Forest Ownership Changing
A study published in the Journal of
Forestry in Nov 2016 noted that there are
816 million acres of forestland in the US.
There are 10.7 million acres under family
ownership. Eighteen percent of these
family owners indicate they are planning
on selling or passing along their forestlands
in the next 5 years.
Forest Management Tools
American Forest Foundation “My Land
Plan” program offers introductory on-line
management tools. www.mylandplan.org
Oregon State University offers a family
forest planning guide www.tiestotheland.
org
Another interesting fact identified by OSU
and WSU during a farmland succession
planning project in 2016. Sixty percent of
farm land owners will die without a will.
Jeffrey Kee, CWRE, PLS, CECSL
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS
9/11

6 pm

Mid John Day-Bridge Creek Watershed Council Meeting, Mitchell

9/19
10 am
		

Lower John Day Working Group (OWRD Place Based Planning),
Emergency Services Building, Condon

9/24

9 am

John Day River Cleanup, Spray Riverfront Park

9/27

10 am

John Day River Partnership Meeting, John Day

9/27

6 pm

Wheeler SWCD Meeting, Big Sarvice Corral

Everyone is welcome to attend these events. For more information please contact
Debra Bunch, Watershed Technician at 541/468-2990 or debrabunch@gmail.com.
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