
March 1, 2023 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
This letter is to indicate the City of Spray’s full and enthusiastic support of the Wheeler Soil and 
Water Conservation District’s application to receive funding. 
 
As you are aware, Wheeler County is large in acreage but very small in population which makes 
it difficult to finance this type of public conservation project. The addition of this property 
improvement will make a significant contribution to our county and its effort to improve the 
education and development of our local and state’s conservation effort. The facility they are 
proposing to build along with the community gard, trail system, and partnership with OSU will 
be a major community benefit. Our communities needs this type of facility to grow and education 
our local population as well as encourage positive tourism in Wheeler County.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 



March 1, 2023 
 

 
 
 
Regarding: Funding Request – Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District Facility 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As you are aware, Wheeler County is large in acreage but the least populated county in Oregon 
with approximately 50% of the population residing within unincorporated areas. Thus, it is 
difficult to finance this type of project. The addition of this property improvement will make a 
significant contribution to our county and its effort to improve local education and community 
development. In addition, the construction of this facility, along with the future plans of the 
property, will assist with natural resource conservation efforts within Wheeler County. 
 
All residents of and visitors to Wheeler County will experience direct positive impacts from the 
implementation of this project. Further, the project will enable Wheeler County to grow and 
educate the local population, as well as encourage positive tourism. 
  
In closing, we are pleased to support Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District's funding 
request and respectfully urge you to do the same. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 









Funding Request - 

 

Wheeler Soil & Water Conservation District Facility 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
It is with great excitement that we write this letter demonstrating our support of the Wheeler 
Soil and Water District in their efforts of obtaining funding to help build a conservation and 
community center in Wheeler County.  
 
The Oregon Frontier Chamber of Commerce works with the communities within Gilliam, 
Wheeler, and Sherman counties. The construction of this new facility would allow not only 
the direct impact of natural resource conservation in the county, but would also allow for 
Wheeler County to educate local youth groups and offer new tourism opportunities for folks 
outside of the region.  
 
This project will result in a vital community asset for Wheeler County; a facility that is 
accessible to not only natural resource agencies but also community members. We are 
committed to supporting the Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District as they work to 
develop the communities of Wheeler County through sustainable resource management, 
education opportunities, and tourism possibilities. 
  
In closing, the Oregon Frontier Chamber of Commerce is pleased to support Wheeler Soil 
and Water Conservation District’s funding request and hope you will strongly consider the 
support of this conservation district and the meaningful work they are doing. 
 
  
 
Signed respectfully, 
 



 
 
 

Wheeler County Development Corporation 
P.O. Box 447 | Fossil, OR 97830 

Phone 541-377-9464 | Email wheelercountydc@gmail.com 
www.wheelercountydevelopmentcorporation.com 

WHEELER COUNTY 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 
 
 

March 2, 2023 

 

 

 

 

From:   Greg Smith, Officer of the Board, Wheeler County Development Corporation 

 

Regarding: Funding Request – Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District  

 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District, Wheeler County, and Wheeler County  

Development Corporation recognize the urgent need for community resources. Our shared  

goal is to provide all residents with a centrally located facility that could serve as meeting  

and event space, office space, and as an educational resource. In addition, Wheeler Soil and  

Water Conservation District understands the need to mitigate climate change, as well as  

protect and restore forest and rangeland. 

 

In response to this need, Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District has coordinated with  

state, federal and private partners to successfully build a mass timber building on property  

recently purchased by the District, which is centrally located amongst Wheeler County’s three 

incorporated cities, Fossil, Mitchell, and Spray. This facility will serve as a showcase for the  

eastside of Oregon as the first mass timber structure constructed predominately of wood with  

additional sustainable features being integrated.  

 

In closing, WCDC is pleased to support Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District’s  

funding request and urge your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

  

 

       

___________________________                                                                      

Greg Smith, Officer of the Board      

Wheeler County Development Corporation  
 

 
 
 



 

The Honorable Greg Smith 
Oregon House of Representatives 

District 57 

900 Court Street NE, H-482, Salem, OR 97301 – Phone: 503-986-1457 

P.O. Box 219, Heppner, OR 97836 – Phone: 541-676-5154 

rep.gregsmith@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

 

 

March 2, 2023 

 

 

From:              State Representative Greg Smith  

 

Regarding:      Funding Request – Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

I support the Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District in their funding request for a mass 

timber multi-agency community & education center. Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation 

District is 100% grant funded without a tax base and I understand their struggle to procure 

funding for this needed facility. 

 

This funding will significantly assist Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District, Wheeler 

County, its residents, and the visiting public. Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District is 

also contributing to the need to mitigate climate change. As well as protect and restore forest and 

rangeland by constructing with mass timber products and other sustainable features to be used. 

 

I am pleased to support Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District’s funding request and urge 

your consideration. 

 

Best Regards,  

 
Representative Greg Smith 

District 57  

mailto:rep.gregsmith@state.or.us


 

 

United States Department of the Interior 
 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

John Day Fossil Beds National Monument 

32651 HWY 19 

Kimberly, OR 97848 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

L3215 (JODA) 

 

March 8, 2023 

RE: Funding Request- Wheeler County, OR Soil and Water Conservation District Facility 

 

T  o Who  m  It  May Concern:  

  

John Day Fossil Beds National Monument consists of 14,400 acres in three noncontiguous units. 

Since the inception of the monument in 1975, its operation has primarily focused on conducting 

paleontological research and educating the public about the international paleontological 

significance of the area.   

  

Today John Day Fossil Beds National Monument is committed to expanding resource 

stewardship efforts and seeking ways to establish and strengthen interagency, community, and 

tribal connections. I am writing with respect to the John Day River Conservation & Community 

Center proposal that Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District is submitting to the Wood 

Innovations Grant Program.   

  

This proposal will create a multi-agency hub for efficient collaboration on conservation efforts in 

the Wheeler County region, such as sagebrush, grassland, and riparian ecosystem restoration, 

benefiting a wide variety of wildlife, such as elk and steelhead trout. The proposed center will 

also contribute to the recreation and education opportunities and economies of the local rural 

communities. Showcasing innovative wood product design and manufacturing, this operational 

center will help facilitate the preservation of resources for future generations, which aligns with 

the mission of the National Park Service.  

  

Sincerely,  

 
Roy M. Zipp  

Superintendent  

John Day Fossil Beds National Monument 

Roy_Zipp@nps.gov 

Office: (541) 987-2333 ext. 1212 



March 1, 2023

Sincerely,

Frank Stratton
Executive Director

 To  Whom  It  May  
 

Concern:

 
As you are aware, Wheeler County is large in acreage but is the least populated county in 
Oregon with approximately 50% of the population residing within unincorporated areas. 
Thus, it is difficult to finance this type of project. The addition of this property 
improvement will make a significant contribution to the county and its effort to improve 
local education and community development. In addition, the construction of this facility, 
along with the future plans of the property, will assist with natural resource conservation 
efforts within the county. 
  
 
All residents of and visitors to Wheeler County will experience direct positive impacts 
from the implementation of this project. Further, the project will enable Wheeler County to 
grow and educate the local population, as well as encourage positive tourism. 
  
 
In closing, SDAO is pleased to support Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
funding request and respectfully urge your offices to do the same. 
 



 

P.O. Box 1809, Sandy, OR 97301 

                                                            
 

 

March 2, 2022 

From:  Oregon Association of Conservation Districts 

RE:  Funding Request – Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District Facility 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jan Lee, Executive Director 

(503) 545-9420 

Jan.lee@oacd.org 

www.oacd.org  

 

As you are aware, Wheeler County is large in acreage but is the least populated county in 
Oregon with approximately 50% of the population residing within unincorporated areas. Thus, 
it is difficult to finance the type of project Wheeler SWCD is proposing. The addition of this 
property improvement will make a significant contribution to the county and its effort to 
improve local education and community development. In addition, the construction of this 
facility, along with the future plans of the property, will assist with natural resource 
conservation efforts within the county. 
 
All residents of and visitors to Wheeler County will experience direct positive impacts from the 
implementation of this project. Further, the project will enable Wheeler County to grow and 
educate the local population, as well as encourage positive tourism. 
 
In closing, we are pleased to support Wheeler County SWCD’s Wood Innovation Grant funding 
request and respectfully urge your agency to do the same. 
 

mailto:Jan.lee@oacd.org
http://www.oacd.org/


Mid John Day Watershed Council does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), 
gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military 
status, in any of its activities or operations. 
 

 

Mid John Day Watershed Council 
PO Box 265 
Spray, Oregon 97874 
541-420-4479 
Midjohndaywatershed.org 
 

 

3/3/2023 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

 
 

Debra Bunch 

Executive Director 

 

I am writing in support of Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District’s funding request. The 

Mid John Day Watershed Council and Wheeler SWCD share a similar mission to conserve natural 

resources for the ecological and economic benefits to the people in our area. 
 

Wheeler SWCD’s proposal to construct a conservation and education building will provide a 

central location for meetings and a destination for schools, tour groups, and workshop 

opportunities. Wheeler County is large in acreage but is the least populated county in Oregon with 

approximately 50% of the population residing within unincorporated areas. It is difficult to finance 

this type of project. The addition of this property improvement will make a significant contribution 

to the county and its effort to improve local education and community development. In addition, the 

construction of this facility, along with the future plans of the property, will assist with natural 

resource conservation efforts within the county. 
 

In closing, we are pleased to support Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District’s efforts. We 

look forward to seeing the District’s success in this project. 
 

Sincerely, 

 



Serving the people of Wasco County since 1942.  Visit us on the web:  www.wascoswcd.org 
 

Wasco County Soil & Water Conservation District 
2325 River Road. Suite 3 

The Dalles, OR 97058-3551 
Tel: (541) 296-6178 ext. 3, Fax: (541) 296-7868, E-mail: wasco@wascoswcd.org 

 
 
March 2, 2023 

RE: Funding Request – Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District Facility 

Sincerely, 

 
Shilah Olson 
District Manager 
 
C:f 
 
 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing in support of Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District’s (SWCD) Wood 
Innovation Grant proposal. Wasco County and Wheeler County SWCDs share a county 
boundary as well as a mutual vision to promote the conservation and wise use of Oregon’s 
natural resources. A large part of what we do involves education, outreach, and community 
development. 
 
As you are aware, Wheeler County is large in acreage but is the least populated county in 
Oregon with approximately 50% of the population residing within unincorporated areas. 
Thus, it is difficult to finance the type of project Wheeler SWCD is proposing. The addition 
of this property improvement will make a significant contribution to the county and its effort 
to improve local education and community development. In addition, the construction of 
this facility, along with the future plans of the property, will assist with natural resource 
conservation efforts within the county. 
 
All residents of and visitors to Wheeler County will experience direct positive impacts from 
the implementation of this project. Further, the project will enable Wheeler County to grow 
and educate the local population, as well as encourage positive tourism. 
 
In closing, we are pleased to support Wheeler County SWCD’s Wood Innovation Grant 
funding request and respectfully urge your agency to do the same. 
 







 

March 1, 2023 

From:  Staci Merkt, Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District  

 

Regarding:       Funding Request – Wheeler Soil and Water Conservation District Facility 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Staci Merkt, District Manager 
Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District  

As you are aware, Wheeler County is large in acreage but is the least populated county in 
Oregon with approximately 50% of the population residing within unincorporated areas. Thus, it 
is difficult to finance the type of project Wheeler SWCD is proposing. The addition of this 
property improvement will make a significant contribution to the county and its effort to 
improve local education and community development. In addition, the construction of this 
facility, along with the future plans of the property, will assist with natural resource 
conservation efforts within the county. 

All residents of and visitors to Wheeler County will experience direct positive impacts from the 
implementation of this project. Further, the project will enable Wheeler County to grow and 
educate the local population, as well as encourage positive tourism. 

In closing, we are pleased to support Wheeler County SWCD’s Wood Innovation Grant funding 
request and respectfully urge your agency to do the same. 
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