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Middle Bear Creek BDA Restoration Phase 2

Post Implementation Status Report #1
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1. To date, this project continues to meet some of the goals specified in the grant agreement:
1. Improve vegetation and soil erosion.
2. Improve riparian buffers
3. Improve habitat complexity.

2. As of this report there has been no maintenance needed on this project. There were 25 BDA structures 
installed on the Beaver Reach portion of Bear Creek, 10 BDA structures installed on Spring Gulch (a 
tributary to Bear Creek), and 24 BDA structures installed along the Rancher Reach of Bear Creek. All 
59 BDA structures are still in place and have begun to accumulate sediment, however, no surface water 
was present throughout the entire creek. Riparian buffers are flourishing and creating habitat 
complexity for wildlife. The BDA structures were developed to increase the connectivity of 
floodplains and the formation of scour pools for steelhead. Floodplain connectivity was evident, 
however, the recovery of extreme drought conditions from 2021 and 2022 has made an impact on the 
surface water through Bear Creek. Report costs come to $1,000.00 per report, which includes 
transportation and report compilation.

3. This project was featured in: Wheeler SWCD’s 2020-2021 Annual Report, Wheeler SWCD’s 2019 
Annual Meeting, Oregon Chapter American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting, Middle Bear Creek 
Story Map-Collaboration and Education in Beaver Based Restoration ( https://arcg.is/1HT4Pz ).

4. Lessons learned are discussed in the completion report for this project.
5. Photo Report below.
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40535 Highway 19
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Photo Point #1

Spring Gulch #1 (2021) Spring Gulch #1 (2023)  Vegetation restoration and soil erosion 
reduction efforts show continued success as restored 
vegetation persists on the landscape and is at expected 
successional stage. Additionally, it still maintains improved soil 
stability as there appear to be fewer wash out zones.



Photo Point #2

Spring Gulch #2 (2021) Spring Gulch #2 (2023) Riparian vegetation continues to 
thrive.



Photo Point #3

Spring Gulch #3 (2021) Spring Gulch #3 (2023) No surface water flow at the time of 
this report, however, vegetation continues to flourish.



Photo Point #4

Spring Gulch #4 (2021) Spring Gulch #4 (2023) Vegetation still established as expected.



Photo Point #5

Beaver #1 (2021) Beaver #1 (2023) Established vegetation aides in reduced 
erosion.



Photo Point #6

Beaver #2 (2021) Beaver #2 (2023) BDA structure still established as expected.



Photo Point #7

Beaver #3 (2021) Beaver #3 (2023) BDA structure still established and collecting 
debris when surface is present.



Photo Point #8

Beaver #4 (2021) Beaver #4 (2023) BDA structure still established, capturing 
debris and sediment.



Photo Point #9

Beaver #5 (2021) Beaver #5 (2023) Healthy vegetation thriving and providing 
erosion control.



Photo Point #10

Rancher #1 (2021) Rancher #1 (2023) BDA structure still established and 
capturing debris and sediment when surface water is present.



Photo Point #11

Rancher #2 (2021) Rancher #2 (2023) Vegetation established as expected.



Photo Point #12

Rancher #3 (2021) Rancher #3 (2023) No surface water present, however, 
vegetation still established.



Photo Point #13

Rancher #4 (2021) Rancher #4 (2023) Established vegetation still controlling 
erosion.



Photo Point #14 Photo Point #15

Photo Point #16

• Photo Points 14, 15, and 
16 are all aerial photos. 
Due to conservation 
technician with 
certification for drone 
being on maternity leave 
the aerial photos are 
unavailable at this time.


